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Memory and Territory: Algerian Cultural HeritageFacing the
Challenges of Digitization, Legislation, and SustainableDevelopment
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Conference Preamble:

The geographical area extending from the southernshores of the Mediterranean Sea to the northern
borders of the African Sahel constitutes an exceptional stage for continuous civilizational accumulation. In this
context, Algeria, with its pivotal location and vast territory, acts as the environmental and cultural bridge where
various human dynamics have merged, from prehistoric periods through the historical and Islamic eras.

Coinciding with the commemoration of "Heritage Month," this scientific conference aims to present a critical
and update dreading of the current state of archaeological and heritage research, moving beyond classical
descriptive approaches toward a multidisciplinary perspective. Understanding this cultural mosaic requires, first,
questioning the reality of tangible and intangible heritage as the true vessel that preserves the collective memory
in its diversity and richness. Second, it necessitates a moment of evaluation to provide a comprehensive
synthesis of the results of recent field archaeological research conducted across various regions.

Furthermore, this scientific gathering brings to the discussion table the legal, technical, and economic challenges
facing our cultural legacy. In light of rapid urban expansion and major development projects, the role of
Algerian legislation emerges as a protective shield, emphasizing the urgent need to activate the mechanisms of
"preventive archaeology" as an indispensable strategic choice. This preventive approach can not succeed
without direct reliance on modern technologies that have revolutionized the methods of documentation,
prospection, and spatial analysis. All theses scientific, legal, and technical efforts ultimately aim at an economic
and societal goal: creating a sustainable approach that links heritage and tourism, turning archaeological
monuments into a pillar of local development.
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