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Seventh National Conference:

Occupation crimes in Algeria and Palestine: history and present

Massacres of May 8 " 1945 - Genocide in Gaza
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"The Conference Problematic"

The French occupation of Algeria and the Zionist occupation of Palestine have been among the most
atrocious forms of colonialism in the world. Numerous crimes against humanity were committed,
leaving deep wounds in the history of Arab nations in both contemporary and current times. The
French invasion of Algeria had a profound impact on the country's history, causing political,
economic, and cultural changes that led to significant transformations in its social structures. In the
same context, Jewish migration to Palestine marked the beginning of a long-standing conflict over
Palestinian lands. The Zionist entity was established in 1948 following the end of the British mandate,
leading to successive Arab-Israeli wars.

The massacres of May 8, 1945, in Sétif, Guelma, and Kherrata were among the most horrific crimes
committed by colonial France against Algerians. These massacres occurred after Algerians took to the
streets in peaceful demonstrations to celebrate the Allies' victory in World War |1, hoping that France
would fulfill its promises of granting them independence. The massacres of May 8, 1945, were a
turning point in Algeria’s struggle for liberation, proving that French colonial rule would not willingly
grant freedom. This realization drove Algerians to prepare for armed struggle, which culminated in
Algeria’s independence in 1962 after a seven-and-a-half-year-long revolution.
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The events that have happened in Gaza after October 7, 2023 represnt a severe humanitarian
catastrophe. The city has been subjected to a continuous siege and bombardment, resulting in tens of
thousands of civilian casualties, including women and children. The situation has worsened day by day
with widespread destruction of infrastructure, severe shortages of food and medicine, and the collapse
of essential services such as water and electricity. Numerous international organizations, including the
United Nations and variuos human rights groups, have described the situation as amounting to
genocide calling for an immediate ceasefire and the urgent delivery of humanitarian aid.
Nevertheless, the assaults have continued amid international silence and the complicity of major
powers. Several contextual parallels can be drawn between the massacres of May 8, 1945, in Algeria
and the genocide in Gaza, including:

-Violence against civilians: In both events, civilians were the primary targets, with excessive violence
used to suppress popular resistance.

-Political conditions: In both cases, the political context was marked by colonialism or occupation,
with the occupiers seeking to maintain control through brutal repression.

-Destruction and indiscriminate Killing: As seen in the massacres of May 8, 1945, and the attacks on
Gaza, collective violence was employed as a means to deter any anti-occupation movements.
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